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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to communication filed on 09/26/2003. Claimed priority 
is granted from foreign application No: 2002-283681 with a priority date of 09/27/2002. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references listed on the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 
09/26/2003 have been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449A). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Majima et 
al (Majima), Patent No. 6,979,769 B1. 

Regarding claim 1-21, Majima discloses: 
A content-transmitting apparatus operable to transmit a content to a content-receiving 
apparatus via a network (see fig. 1, item 1a; fig. 1 1, fig. 19, and fig. 39), the content- 
transmitting apparatus comprising: 

a transmitting side control unit operable to transmit reproduction control 
information to the content-receiving apparatus {column 11, lines 56-63; the transmitting 
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side server is operable for content-controlled transmission via the Internet network, an 
inherently contains a control unit ), 

wherein the reproduction control information includes reproduction control 
information regarding a content that has been previously transmitted to the content- 
receiving apparatus before transmission time of the reproduction control information 
(column 3, lines 33-50; it is important to note Majima first stores the initially transmitted 
data in memory at the receiving side [that takes place before transmission time], and 
when data is repetitively reproduced [that is data that has been previously transmitted to 
the content-receiving apparatus], only the time information of the second data 
concerning reproduction is transmitted. Time information here represents the 
reproduction control information). 

wherein said transmitting side control unit is operable to omit transmission of the 
content that has been transmitted to the content-receiving apparatus before the 
transmission time of the reproduction control information (column 3, lines 33-50; 
sending only the time information the second time around means omitting transmission 
of the content while transmitting the reproduction data) and 

wherein said transmitting side control unit is operable to transmit the reproduction 
control information regarding the content that has been previously transmitted to the 
content-receiving apparatus (column 3, lines 33-50; the time information of the second 
data is related to the first data as the second data is a repetition of the first). 

2. A content-transmitting apparatus as recited in claim 1 , wherein said transmitting side 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,530 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2143 

control unit is operable to transmit content that has not been transmitted to the content- 
receiving apparatus before the transmission time of the reproduction control information, 
when the reproduction control information includes information regarding the content 
that has not been transmitted to the content-receiving apparatus {column 2, lines 54-59; 
one feature of this reference is to provide data reproduction suited Karaoke 
communications; it is important to note that Karaoke data include both repetitive and 
non-repetitive data, and it is understood that this claim pertains to the later). 

3. A content-transmitting apparatus as recited in claim 1 , wherein the reproduction 
control information includes TV channel information to reproduce the content (column 
26, lines 1-7). 

4. A content-transmitting apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the reproduction 
control information includes ID information of a content to be deleted. (Majima column 
7, lines 7-15 discloses a file header containing content format infomnation that include 
identifiers representing data attributes. Specifically, the "id" identifier represents a data 
number. Furthermore, fig. 37, the receiving apparatus, item 50 contains a clear key, 
item 37, that is operable within "erase displayed content and the like" [see column 23, 
lines 4-6]; Inherently, the clear key can be used in connection with the data id to erase 
displayed data. In fact, all cellular telephone as the one described in fig. 37 contains a 
delete function for the purpose of deleting information reproduced within the device). 
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5. A content-transmitting apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the reproduction 
control information includes order of reproduction of the content (see fig. 8 reproduction 
data arrangement). 

6. A content-transmitting apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the reproduction 
control information includes a reproduction section of the content (fig. 1, items 11, 11a, 
12, 13, and 14). 

7. A content-transmitting apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the reproduction 
control information includes a reproduction date of the content (fig. 36). 

8. A content-receiving apparatus operable to receive a content via a network (fig 1, 19, 
and 39), comprising: 

a receiving side control unit operable to receive reproduction control information 
(fig. 1, item 3); and 

a receiving side recording unit operable to record the content (fig. 1, item 3), 
wherein the reproduction control information includes reproduction control 
information regarding a content that has been received before transmission time of the 
reproduction control information (column 3, lines 33-50; it is important to note Majima 
first stores the initially transmitted data in memory at the receiving side [that takes place 
before transmission time], and when data is repetitively reproduced [ that is data that 
has been previously transmitted to the content-receiving apparatus], only the time 
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information of the second data concerning reproduction is transmitted. Time information 
here represents the reproduction control information), and 

wherein said receiving side control unit is operable to reproduce at least one of 
the content and a processed content of the content, according to the reproduction 
control information received by said receiving side control unit (column 3, lines 33-50; 
fig. 24a-b; fig. 7). 

9. A content-receiving apparatus as recited in claim 8, wherein, when the content has 
been recorded by said receiving side recording unit before the transmission time, said 
receiving side control unit is operable to reproduce at least one of the content recorded 
by said receiving side recording unit and a processed content of the content recorded 
by said receiving side recording unit, and wherein, when the content is attached to the 
reproduction control information received by said receiving side control unit, said 
receiving side control unit is operable to reproduce at least one of the content attached 
to the reproduction control information received by said receiving side control unit and a 
processed content of the attached content (fig. 19, buffers 3a, and 7-10; and 
reproduction sections 11-14; column 5, lines 55-67, continue in column 6, lines 1-29). 

10. A content-receiving apparatus as recited in claim 8, wherein the content-receiving 
apparatus further comprises a receiving side input unit operable to receive changing 
operation for TV channels, and wherein said receiving control unit is operable to 
reproduce the content based on the changing operation for the TV channels (column 
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1 1 . A content-receiving apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the reproduction 
control information includes TV channel information to reproduce the content {column 
26, lines 1-7). 

12. A content-receiving apparatus as recited in claim 8, wherein, when said receiving 
side control unit receives the reproduction control information including ID information of 
a content to be deleted, said receiving side control unit is operable to delete the content 
indicated by the ID information of the content to be deleted from said receiving side 
recording unit . (Majima column 7, lines 7-15 discloses a file header containing content 
format information that includes identifiers representing data attributes. Specifically, the 
"id" identifier represents a data number. Furthermore, fig. 37, the receiving apparatus, 
item 50 contains a clear key, item 37, that is operable within "erase displayed content 
and the like" [see column 23, lines 4-6]; Inherently, the clear key can be used in 
connection with the data id to erase displayed data. In fact, all cellular telephones as 
the one described in fig. 37 contains a delete function for the purpose of deleting 
information reproduced within the device). 

13. A content-receiving apparatus as recited in claim 8, wherein the reproduction control 
information includes order of reproduction of the content, and wherein said receiving 
side control unit is operable to reproduce the content according to the order of 
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reproduction of the content (see fig. 8 reproduction data arrangement). 

14. A content-receiving apparatus as recited in claim 8, wherein the reproduction control 
information includes a reproduction section of the content, and wherein said receiving 
side control unit is operable to reproduce the content according to the reproduction 
section of the content (fig. 1, items 11, 11a, 12, 13, and 14). 

15. A content-receiving apparatus as recited in claim 8, wherein the reproduction control 
information includes a reproduction date of the content, and wherein said receiving side 
control unit is operable to reproduce the content according to the reproduction date of 
the content (fig. 36). 

16. A content transmitting/receiving system ( see fig. 1, item 1a; fig. 11; 19, and 39), 
comprising: 

a content-transmitting apparatus comprising a transmitting side recording unit ( 
see fig. 1, item 1a; fig. 11; 19, and 39); 

a content-receiving apparatus operable to connect to said content-transmitting 
apparatus via a network to receive a content from said content-transmitting apparatus 
(fig. 1; column 5, lines 55-66); and 

a display apparatus operable to connect to said content-receiving apparatus to 
display a content that is reproduced by said content-receiving apparatus ( column 1, 
item 20), wherein said content-receiving apparatus comprises: 
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a receiving side input unit operable to receive an input from a user (fig. 37, item 
50; column 22, lines 37-53); 

a receiving side recording unit operable to record information received from said 
content-transmitting apparatus (fig. 1, item 3a; column 5, lines 55-66); and 

a receiving side control unit operable to control said receiving side input unit and 
said receiving side recording unit (fig. 1, item 3; column 5, lines 55-66), 

wherein said content-transmitting apparatus is operable to transmit reproduction 
control information to said content-receiving apparatus (fig. 1, 19, and 39) 

wherein the reproduction control information includes reproduction control 
information regarding a content that has been transmitted to the content-receiving 
apparatus before transmission time of the reproduction control information (column 3, 
lines 33-50; sending only the time information the second time around means omitting 
transmission of the content while transmitting the reproduction data), 

wherein, when the content has been recorded by said receiving side recording 
unit before the transmission time of the reproduction control information, said receiving 
side control unit is operable to reproduce, according to the reproduction control 
information, at least one of the content recorded by said receiving side recording unit 
and a processed content of the content recorded by said receiving side recording unit 
(fig. 19, buffers 3a, and 7-10; and reproduction sections 11-14; column 5, lines 55-67, 
continue in column 6, lines 1-29), and 

wherein, when the content is attached to the reproduction control information 
received by said receiving side control unit, said receiving side control unit is operable 
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to reproduce, according to the reproduction control information, at least one of the 
content that is attached to the reproduction control information and is recorded by said 
receiving side recording unit and a processed content of the content that is attached to 
the reproduction control information and is recorded by said receiving side recording 
unit (fig. 19, buffers 3a, and 7-10; and reproduction sections 11-14; column 5, lines 55- 
67, continue in column 6, lines 1-29). 

17. A content-transmitting method for transmitting a content to a content-receiving 
apparatus via a network ( see fig. 1, item 1a; fig. 11, fig. 19, and fig. 39), the content- 
transmitting method comprising: 

transmitting reproduction control information to the content-receiving apparatus ( 
column 5, lines 55-66, and continue in column 6, lines 1-14); 

wherein the reproduction control information includes reproduction control 
information regarding a content that has been transmitted to the content-receiving 
apparatus before transmission time of the reproduction control information (column 3, 
lines 33-50; it is important to note Majima first stores the initially transmitted data in 
memory at the receiving side [that takes place before transmission time], and when data 
is repetitively reproduced [that is data that has been previously transmitted to the 
content-receiving apparatus], only the time information of the second data concerning 
reproduction is transmitted. Time information here represents the reproduction control 
information); 
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omitting transmission of a content that has been previously transmitted to the 
content-receiving apparatus before the transmission time of the reproduction control 
information (column 3, lines 33-50; sending only the time information the second time 
around means omitting transmission of the content while transmitting the reproduction 
data); and 

transmitting the reproduction control information regarding the content that has 
been previously transmitted (column 3, lines 33-50; the time information of the second 
data is related to the first data as the second data is a repetition of the first). 

18. A content-receiving method for receiving a content via a network (fig 1, 19, and 39), 
comprising: 

receiving the content and reproduction control information regarding the content 
(fig. 1, item 3; column 5, lines 55-66)] 

wherein the reproduction control information includes reproduction control 
information regarding a content that has been received before transmission time of the 
reproduction control information (column 3, lines 33-50; it is important to note Majima 
first stores the initially transmitted data in memory at the receiving side [that takes place 
before transmission time], and when data is repetitively reproduced [that is data that has 
been previously transmitted to the content-receiving apparatus], only the time 
information of the second data concerning reproduction is transmitted. Time information 
here represents the reproduction control information), and 
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wherein at least one of the content and a processed content of the content is 
reproduced according to the reproduction control information (column 3, lines 33-50; fig. 
24a-b; fig. 7). 

19. A content-receiving method as recited in claim 17, wherein the method further 
comprises recording the received content, 

reproducing at least one of the content and a processed content of the content 
when the content has been recorded before the transmission time of the reproduction 
control information, and when the content is attached to the reproduction control 
information, reproducing at least one of the content attached to the reproduction control 
information and a processed content of the attached content (column 3, lines 33-50). 

20. A recording medium having recorded therein a content-transmitting program for 
transmitting a content to a content-receiving apparatus via a network (fig. 1 and 19, item 
3a), the content-transmitting program comprising: 

a program portion operable to transmit reproduction control information to the 
content-receiving apparatus (column 8, lines 1-40; column 11, lines 56-63; the 
transmitting side server is operable for content-controlled transmission via the Internet 
network), 

wherein the reproduction control information includes reproduction control 
information regarding a content that has been transmitted to the content-receiving 
apparatus before transmission time of the reproduction control information ((column 3, 
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lines 33-50; it is important to note Majima first stores the initially transmitted data in 
memory at the receiving side [that takes place before transmission time], and when data 
is repetitively reproduced [that is data that has been previously transmitted to the 
content-receiving apparatus], only the time information of the second data concerning 
reproduction is transmitted. Time information here represents the reproduction control 
information), and 

a program portion operable to omit transmission of a content that has been 
previously transmitted to the content-receiving apparatus before the transmission time 
of the reproduction control information, and to transmit the reproduction control 
information regarding the content that has been previously transmitted (column 3, lines 
33-50; sending only the time information the second time around means omitting 
transmission of the content while transmitting the reproduction data). 

21 . A recording medium having recorded therein a content-receiving program for 
receiving a content via a network (fig. 1 and 19, item 3a; fig. 39), the content-receiving 
program comprising: 

a program portion operable to receive the content and reproduction control 
information regarding the content (column 8, lines 1-40; column 11, lines 56-63; and 

wherein the reproduction control information includes reproduction control 
information regarding a content that has been received before transmission time of the 
reproduction control information (column 3, lines 33-50; it is important to note Majima 
first stores the initially transmitted data in memory at the receiving side [that takes place 
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before transmission time], and when data is repetitively reproduced [that is data that has 
been previously transmitted to the content-receiving apparatus], only the time 
information of the second data concerning reproduction is transmitted. Time information 
here represents the reproduction control information), and 

a program portion operable to reproduce at least one of the content and a 
processed content of the content according to the reproduction control information 
(column 8, lines 1-40; column 11, lines 56-63). 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. The Examiner strongly anticipates a Final 
Rejection Office Action on the next response if amendments are not properly made to 
the claims to perhaps place them in condition for allowance. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9000. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 
JJG 

July 20, 2007 




